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B R I T I S H  V I R G I N  I S L A N D S  

KEY FACTS 
MARITIME SERVICES 

THE BVI REGISTRY OF SHIPS ALLOWS REGISTRATION OF SHIPS WHOSE GROSS TONNAGE 
DOES NOT EXCEED 399 TONS. BVI COMPANIES ARE ABLE TO OWN AND REGISTER SHIPS IN 
THE BVI, THE UK AND OTHER UK DEPENDENCIES, SUCH AS THE CAYMAN ISLANDS. 

SHIP REGISTRATION 
Where a BVI company wishes to register a vessel on the UK or Cayman registry, it must have a UK or Caymanian resident agent 
appointed for service of process. 

In respect of vessels registered in the BVI, Trident Trust Company (BVI) Ltd through its experienced staff offers the  
following services: 

> Formation and administration of the corporate vehicle that will own the vessel 

> Provision of local representative person 

> Assistance and guidance with the completion of all ship registration forms 

> Liaison with local authorities during and subsequent to registration, including submission and collection  
of all registration documents 

> Providing assistance in obtaining radio and operator’s licence 

> Arranging for annual maintenance fees to be paid to the Registry of Shipping 

> Procuring various documents from the Shipping Registry that the client may need from time to time (such as transcripts, 
replacement certificates) 

> Assisting with the deletion of vessels from the Register of Shipping 

 

      
  PEOPLE LED   1,100 STAFF   FUNDS 
  TECH ENABLED   25 JURISDICTIONS   PRIVATE CLIENTS 
  GLOBAL COVERAGE   47,000 ENTITIES   CORPORATE CLIENTS 
  TAILORED SERVICE   $177BN AUA   MARITIME 
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